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Mr ChadP Pitre
AssistantDistrictAttorney
St LandryParishGovernment
111N CourtStreet
Opelousas Louisiana70570

Re EthicsBoardDocketNo 2016653

DearMr Pitre

TheLouisianaBoardofEthics atitsAugust19 2016meeting consideredyourrequestforan
advisoryopinionastowhetherPeteOlivier amemberoftheSt LandryParishGravityDrainage
DistrictNo 1ofWard2 maycontinuetoservenowthathiswife VivianOlivier hasbeenelected
totheSt LandryParishCouncil YoustatedthatMs OlivierhasbeenrecentlyelectedtotheSt
LandryParishCouncil YoustatedthatMr Olivierwasappointedseveralyearspriortoherelection
Youalsostated that theSt LandryParishCouncil isresponsible forappointingmembers to the
DrainageBoard

TheBoardconcluded andinstructedmetoinformyou thattheCodeofGovernmentalEthicswould
notprohibitthecontinuedserviceofPeteOlivierontheSt LandryParishGravityDrainageDistrict
No 1ofWard2whilehiswifeservesasamemberoftheSt LandryParishCouncilsincehewas
appointedtotheDrainageBoardpriortotheelectionofhiswifetotheSt LandryParishCouncil
La RS 421113Astatesnopublicservant oramemberofsuchapublicservantsimmediatefamily
oralegalentityinwhichhehasacontrollinginterestshallbidonorenterintoanycontract
subcontractorothertransactionthatisunderthesupervisionorjurisdictionoftheagencyofsuch
publicservant

However theBoardconcluded andinstructedmetoinformyou thatLa RS 421112B1 would
prohibitVivianOlivierfromparticipatinginanymattersinvolvingtheSt LandryParishCounciland

La RStheDrainageBoardinwhichherhusbandhadapersonalsubstantialeconomicinterest
421112B1 statesthatnopublicservantshallparticipateinatransactioninvolvingthegovernmental
entity inwhich tohisactual knowledge anymember ofhis immediate familyhasasubstantial
economicinterest However shemayrecuseherselffromanysuchparticipationtoavoidaviolation

La RS 421120ofLa RS 421112B1 providesanexceptionforelectedofficials torecuse
themselvesfromvotingonmattersthatviolatesection1112oftheCode Theelectedofficialmay
discussanddebate thematter providedthathemakesthedisclosureofhisconflictorpotential
conflictapartoftherecordofhisagencypriortohisparticipationinthediscussionordebateand
priortothevotethatisthesubjectofthediscussionordebate
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Inaddition theBoardconcluded andinstructedmetoinformyou that attheendofPeteOliviers
term ifhiswifeisstillamemberoftheSt LandryParishCouncil La RS 421113Awillprohibit
himfrombeingreappointedtotheDrainageBoardbytheSt LandryParishCouncil SeeLa RS
421113A above

Thisadvisoryopinionisbasedsolelyonthefactsassetforthherein Changestothefactsaspresented
mayresultinadifferentapplicationoftheprovisionsoftheCodeofEthics TheBoardissuesno
opinionastopastconductorastolawsotherthantheCodeofGovernmentalEthics Ifyouhave
anyquestions pleasecontactmeat 800 8426630or 225 2195600

Sincerely

LOUISIANABOARDOFETHICS

TracyM Barker
FortheBoard


